Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 8th September 2010 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Padraig McKenny
Other Members:
Councillors Michael Farrelly, Leonard Hatrick, Dolores Minogue, Fintan Malone, Jim Tenanty, Mary Kavanagh, Finnan McCoy.


Officials:

Joe McGuinness, Town Manager
Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk






Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer
Apologies:

Councillor Pearse McGeough
-------------------------------

MINUTE 72/10
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 14th  July 2010 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Farrelly, seconded by Cllr Malone.
Matters Arising

Joe McGuinness invited Cllr Farrelly to submit a keep fit timetable, in relation to his previous proposal to the Town Clerk.
Cllr Malone asked that at letter be sent to Brian Walsh congratulating him on successful events run through Heritage Week.
P. Gallagher will clarify the policy on services signs with the NRA in response to Cllr Hatrick.

MINUTE 73/10
Irish Walled Town Network
Invite B. McSherry to the October monthly meeting.
MINUTE 74/10
Town Improvement Fund
M. Duffy distributed an up to date funding report.  P. Gallagher agreed to provide pricing for outdoor fitness equipment at the next meeting.  It was agreed that funds were not available for additional public toilets in the town.
Cllr McKenny suggested a Halloween firework display which was proposed by Cllr. Malone, seconded by Cllr Minogue.
MINUTE 75/10

Improve Our Town Competition
Cllr Tenanty updated members on the Improve Our Town Competition.  Cllr McKenny extended congratulations to all the winners and paid credit to Ardee Tidy Towns Committee and wish them well in the upcoming National Awards.
MINUTE 76/10
Proposed Town Twinning
Cllr Tenanty reported from the Twinning Sub-Committee.  He distributed and outlined a proposed programme of events for the St Patricks Day visit and called for suggestions for the event.  Cllr McKenny complimented Cllr Tenanty on his efforts proposed this item be placed on the November Meeting Agenda.
MINUTE 77/10

Public Consultation Phase of the Local Area Plan

J. McGuinness advised members that the Ardee Local Area Plan is now on public display and outlined the procedure to members.  In response to Cllr Hatrick J. McGuinness agreed to follow up an amendment to item 3, section 2 of the plan.
Minute 78/10

Notice of Motion
7.1 From Cllr. Hatrick
“that the newly recently opened road leading from Sean O’Carroll Street, in the town centre, Railway Lane, out to the N33 be examined at the entry/exit from the new to the old sections of road as  at the point of joining these sections at Castleguard appears to be very narrow and complaints of same are received by myself on same.”

Reply from Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer, Louth County Council

“The original Cul De Sac, Sean O’Carroll St./Railway lane, is mainly a residential area and the narrow nature of this road helps to reduce speed along the front of residential houses.  There are no proposals to widen the original cul-de-sac road as it would require the acquisition of gardens and result in increased traffic speeds through this area.”
A discussion followed as to enforcement legalities on this road which J. McGuinness is investigating.   P. Gallagher agreed to look into the possibility of installing a ramp.
7.2
From Cllr. Hatrick
“that a traffic island with a bollard be erected on the entry to Child Street (entry to the Dundalk Road), and placed and placed in a similar position as to that of the bollard on the N2 on the same round about in order ot create easy and safe crossing for pedestrians.”

Reply from Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer, Louth County Council

“This road was examined at the time of placing the island on the N2 Carrick Road. There is not sufficient width to provide a pedestrian island on the N52 Child St/Dundalk Rd.”

MINUTE 79/10

Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Macroom Town Council – Supported
· Ballina Town Council – Supported
· Killarney Town Council – Supported
· Clonmel Borough Council – All agreed
· Donegal County Council (VRT) – Supported.  
· Donegal County Council (Procurement) – Read
MINUTE 80/10

Correspondence

Lama Autumn Seminar – No attendees.
MINUTE 81/10
AOB
Vote of Sympathy – Cllr McKenny proposed a vote of sympathy to Cllr McGeough and his family on the recent death of his mother.
Cllr Hatrick proposed a vote of sympathy to the family of Cllr Noel Lennon.

All members wish to be associated with both votes of sympathy.

HSE – Cllr McCoy advised members he was invited to a meeting with the HSE to discuss the future of St. Bridget’s Hospital and asked members for suggestions.  Cllr Malone asked Cllr McCoy to follow up on correspondence sent requesting a meeting with the HSE.  It was agreed that Cllr McCoy would report back to members.
Parking Bay – In response to Cllr Farrelly, P. Gallagher agreed to look into obstructed access in the Shortcut due to a parking bay. 
Rates – In response to Cllr. Malone, J. McGuinness stated that rates are a statutory demand but advised that the Local Authority is happy to meet with rate payer to discuss individual cases.  Cllr McKenny called for a rate-collector to be re-instated in Ardee and asked that J. McGuinness bring the issue to the attention of the County Manager.
Deputy Lane – Cllr Kavanagh asked if there are any plans to re-surface Deputy Lane.  P. Gallagher advised that this work would come under a Local Contributions Scheme and advised Cllr Kavanagh to discuss this with local residents.
Offal  – Cllr McCoy highlight an odour issue with agricultural lorries travelling through the town.
Bins – Cllr Hatrick asked for additional bins in Riverside Walk.  Cllr McKenny complimented Gardai on an increased presence in the area.

Wall at Debedy Lane – P. Gallagher responded to Cllr Hatrick concerns about a wall at Debedy Lane.

Water Tower – Cllr McKenny asked P. Gallagher to review access to the Water Tower.

J. McGuinness reminded members that more comprehensive responses can be given when questions and motions are received in advance.

Cathaoirleach Padraig McKenny thanked members for their co-operation.
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
